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- One judge for one family for all civil and criminal 
matters involving domestic violence 

  
- Dedicated Judges, attorneys, victim advocates, 

resource coordinators, corrections and court staff 
 

- Immediacy in Response and efficient disposition 
  
- Victim Safety: Front load victim services. Court 

based Victim Advocates contact all victims within 
24 hours. Court based and community based 
victim advocates are both co-located in Courts  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- Coordination with and referrals to community based victim 
services on site by court based advocates (counselling, safety 
planning, housing, job training, child care, etc.) 

  
- Offender accountability and compliance monitoring 
  
- Consistency in Response and no conflicts among court orders 
  
-  Specialized Training 
  
- Coordination between criminal justice and community based 

services 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Based on: 
   - Current research/evaluations of 

coordinated approaches in other parts of 
Canada 

 - Criteria outlined in the Final Report of 
the Ad Hoc Federal/Provincial/Territorial 
Working Group Reviewing Spousal Abuse 
Policies and Legislation (2003) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Managing risk and victim safety  
2. Specialized victim support  
3. Offender accountability  
4. Information-sharing  
5. Coordination  
6. Domestic violence policy  
7. Use of specialized expertise 
8. Monitoring and evaluation 

 



1. Managing Risk and Victim Safety 
 

• including a comprehensive,  
coordinated approach  
to risk and safety  
assessment and  
victim safety planning 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Risk Assessment and safety planning are 
complex process  
 
• No single check list is a substitute for careful 
analysis of the complexity of risk factors which 
may be present in each individual case   
 



• Women are experts 
 
• Safety Planning should  
consider all aspects of a  
woman’s life 
 
• Making effective referrals is key 
 
• Safety Plans must take into account critical 
times when risk is heightened and be flexible to 
address these 
 
• Appropriate sharing of information crucial to 
assessment of risk and safety planning 



2. Specialized Victim Support 
 • including comprehensive, proactive, and 

timely support with outreach and access for 
marginalized groups 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Offender Accountability 
 
 • including appropriate  
and consistent sentencing, 
 consistent enforcement  
of protection orders, and  
accessible treatment for  
abusers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• Effective enforcement of protection orders 
 

• Offender accountability through assaultive 
men’s treatment 
 
 



4. Information Sharing 
 
 • including consistent, timely information-

sharing between agencies and with the 
victim, with particular emphasis on 
high-risk cases 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



“…life trumps privacy, 
and our laws reflect 
that reality.  
…Tragedies should not 
occur as a result of a 
misunderstanding of 
privacy legislation.”  
 
 
(Practice Tool for Exercising Discretion, Cavoukian and 
Loukidelis, 2008) 

 
 



Releasing Information in High Risk Cases 

 
 

INFORMATION SHARING AND SAFETY 



• Generally, consent is required before 
personal information can be disclosed. 
   
• Federal and provincial privacy laws allow 
personal information to be shared without 
consent  in certain situations 

 
 

INFORMATION SHARING IN HIGH RISK 
CASES 



Releasing Information in High Risk Cases 

    New ability to disclose personal information if 
purpose is for: 

 

• reducing the risk that an individual will be a 
victim of domestic violence 

 
• if domestic violence is reasonably likely to 

occur 
 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act s. 33.1(1)(m.1) 

 

 
 



5. Cross Sector Coordination 
 
 • including coordination  
and collaboration at all  
levels among all relevant  
sectors, senior level leadership,  
and resources to adequately  
support a coordinated approach 
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 Shelters 
 

VAWIR Meets Quarterly 

Women’s 
Services
  

Police 

Police 
Victim 

Services 

Corrections 

Health 

Child 
Welfare 

Interagency Case  
Assessment Team or Network 

Meets as needed 
 or bi-weekly 

Local Coordination 



Provincial Coordination in Action 

CCWS 
Investigates 

Problems 
 
• informs advocate 
of what should be 
expected of system 
 
• may attend local 
VAWIR if issue is of 
sufficient concern 
that it is deemed 
that all members 
need training on 
certain issues 

CCWS tracks 
emerging issues 
 
• may convene cross 
regional, cross sector 
conference call to 
investigate the extent 
and full nature of 
concerns that are 
being identified across 
province 
 

• conduct research 
and write 
backgrounder 
 

• meet with sectors to 
seek negotiated 
solutions 
 

• may do province-
wide survey regarding 
the concern 

May convene CCWS Working 
Group Sub-committee to 

address concerns  



6. Domestic Violence Policy 
 
 • including adherence to a comprehensive 

justice system policy that applies to all 
justice system components and requires a 
consistent and informed approach to 
charging, prosecution, victim referral and 
offender accountability 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Importance Coordinated Policy and Legislation 



 “..authority to 
share information 
among justice and 
child welfare 
partners is found 
in provincial and 
federal 
legislation.” 
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7. Specialized Responses 
 
 • such as specialized victim support, specialized 

child protection, designated DVU or ICATs, 
dedicated police and Crown, and dedicated court 
time, adequately funded specialized training 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
“There is evidence that dedicated courts do improve 
justice system performance.  
  
However, formally dedicated or specialized courts appear 
not to be the only means of improving the justice system 
response to domestic violence.  
  
The elements of the courts’ response – what makes this 
response effective – can be exported and implemented in 
other ways, such as through specialized processes…” 
 



• Specialized Victim Support 
 
• Dedicated DVUs 
 
• ICATs 
 
• Specialized Crown 
 
• Dedicated Court Time 
 
• Designated Judges 
 
• Training for all is critical! 
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8. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

 • including monitoring  
and evaluation and a  
systematic, comprehensive  
approach to collection,  
analysis, and publication  
of statistics across all system 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Thanks for listening!! 
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